
Message 

From: Owens, Doug [Doug.Owens@lllinois.gov] 
10/5/2020 8:25:54 PM Sent: 

To: Ajayi, Olafimihan [olafimihan.ajayi@illinois.gov]; Barretta, Frank (MDARD) [BarrettaF@michigan.gov]; Beal, Matthew 
[beal@agri.ohio.gov]; belt Libelt@agri.ohio.gov]; Beaver, Brad [brad.beaver@illinois.gov]; buesinge 
[buesinge@uiuc.edu]; Calvo, Estrella [calvo.estrella@epa.gov]; Carter, Elizabeth C [carter14@purdue.edu]; joe 
[becovitzj@purdue.edu]; christine.wicks [christine.wicks@state.mn.us]; dan.stoddard [dan.stoddard@state.mn.us]; 
deanh [deanh@tc.umn.edu]; Dibblee, Seth [Dibblee.Seth@epa.gov]; Dustin Roy [dustin.roy@whiteearth-nsn.gov]; 
Escobar, Antonio (MDARD) [escobara@michigan.gov]; greg.cremers@state.mn.us; Chahal, Gurinderbir (MDA) 
[g.chahal@state.mn.us]; Hill, John (MDARD) [Hi1IJ1@michigan.gov]; hoida016@umn.edu; 
jane.larson@wisconsin.gov; Jones, Margaret Liones.margaret@epa.gov]; joshua.stamper@state.mn.us; 
kelleyj@purdue.edu; kells002@umn.edu; Leach, Carrie A [leach13@purdue.edu]; Lori Bowman 
[Lori.Bowman@Wisconsin.gov]; Martig, Anton (Tony) [martig.anton@epa.gov]; Leonova, Larisa 
[leonova.larisa@epa.gov]; martinag [martinag@purdue.edu]; matthew.sunseri@state.mn.us; mottm@michigan.gov; 
Mysz, Amy [mysz.amy@epa.gov]; Baumgartner, Donald [baumgartner.donald@epa.gov]; Mccloskey, Mark D -
DATCP [mark.mccloskey@wisconsin.gov]; philipm@michigan.gov; Pruett, Jessica (MDARD) [PruettJ@michigan.gov]; 
Reed, Leo A [reedla@purdue.edu]; Personette, Robby E - DATCP [robby.personette@wisconsin.gov]; Oemig, Otto W 
- DATCP [Otto.Oemig@wisconsin.gov]; Murray, Michael R - DATCP [michael.murray@wisconsin.gov]; Mackedanz, 
Roger (MDA) [roger.mackedanz@state.mn.us]; rose.155@osu.edu; Ryan King [ryan.king@agri.ohio.gov]; Caffery, 
Sarah K [scaffery@purdue.edu]; saxtong@purdue.edu; scottde@purdue.edu; Ende, Stephanie (MDA) 
[Stephanie.Ende@state.mn.us]; stomasko@wisc.edu; stonejo2@msu.edu; Moss, Suzanne 
[suzanne.moss@illinois.gov]; Cleveland, Travis E [tclevela@illinois.edu]; Maria Restrepo-Turner 
[mrestrep@illinois.edu]; thbrown@umn.edu; Suppressed entry [  thoffman@agri.ohio.gov; Waltz, 
Robert D [rwaltz@purdue.edu]; Wan, Ping [wanp@purdue.edu]; ewhite@purdue.edu; Fred Whitford 
[whitforf@purdue.edu]; Verhougstraete, Brian (MDARD) [verhougstraeteb@michigan.gov]; Wesley, Abigail 
[wesley.abigail@epa.gov]; Matt Cochran [mcochran@agri.ohio.gov]; jhendrix@umn.edu; jenny an don 
[andon.1@osu.edu] 

CC: Rittenhouse, Susan [Rittenhouse.Susan@epa.gov]; Niess, Claudia [niess.claudia@epa.gov]; Baumgartner, Donald 
[baumgartner.donald@epa.gov] 

Subject: Pre-SFIREG update and call for agenda items 
Attachments: ATT0000l.txt 

Hello all, 

Our November pre-SFIREG is rapidly approaching. We will be conducting the meeting virtually through Go To 
Meetings as we did this spring. The dates will be Wednesday, November 4 and Thursday, November 5, 2020. 
propose a similar schedule to our spring meeting. That being an afternoon start on Wednesday (12:00 PM - 4:00 

PM CST) and wrapping up Thursday morning (8:30 AM - 11:00 AM or so). Please submit any proposed agenda 

items to me or Susan Rittenhouse. I have provided a list of topics that will be included on the agenda below. I hope 

to have a finalized meeting agenda with complete meeting information at least week in advance of the meeting 

(October 28). Thanks in advance for your input and participation. 

I hope you all are doing well. I look forward "seeing" everyone soon. Please feel free to forward this email to those 

interested who were not included. 

Doug 

1. FY2022-2025 FIFRA Cooperative Agreement Guidance: OPP has gathered comments on the grant guidance from 

AAPCO and states by the August 2020 deadline. Now that comments have been provided to EPA OPP, please 

reflect on the topics and discuss any additional perspectives and comments related to program areas where you 

would like to provide additional feedback to EPA OPP. How can SFIREG assist you in communicating with EPA 

specific suggestions and changes to the guidance? Are there any additional changes or additions suggested? 

2. Pollinator Management and Bee Keeping Practices and Products: Recent concern has emerged from R4 states 

and other states about how Pollinators are managed and concerns about bee keeping practices and products 
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that might be causing issues. What issues do you see in your state and regions with regards to managed 

pollinator pesticide use practices, cases, and management where education, training, and pesticide labels and 

violations could be occurring? 

3. Paraquat labeling - Certified Applicator Requirement: The recent changes to the label only allow "certified 

applicators" to make applications. Have the states in your region received any feedback regarding this 

requirement and impacts to the ability to get the training and make the necessary applications? Have you 
received questions regarding additional training and who can do what? What if any other frequently asked 

questions can you share? 

4. Dicamba 2020 Growing Season and Upcoming EPA Decisions: We have been through the 2020 growing season, 

and how many reports of misuse have you received; how many enforcement actions have been taken; and what 

are the overall issues you're dealing with from 2020 or even previous years. What trends do you have in 

cases? Have the 2019 changes and training programs for the dicamba label made a difference? What are the 

states specific concerns regarding continued use of dicamba in 2020 and the next registration decision cycle in 

the fall of 2020? 
5. Revised C&T Plans: As the modified certification plans have been developed and submitted to EPA; how have 

your programs continued to adapt to C&T issues and topics especially during this COVID-19 pandemic? Are 

there any continued or lingering concerns/questions regarding the review process, and how can SF I REG assist 

you in working with EPA OPP? 

6. COVID-19 Impacts on Pesticide Programs (looking back and looking ahead): With the evolving public health 

crisis, all states have been impacted to varying degrees. How have your programs continued to adjust to the 

pandemic and COVID-19 impacted your respective pesticide programs, inspections and investigations, C&T, and 

other programs. Are there any implications to your ability to meet your commitments under your cooperative 

agreement across programs? What if any assistance do you need from EPA? 

7. Issues in states with FIFRA preemption: States in R8 and elsewhere have asked for SFIREG to assess the 

complex nature of FIFRA prememption. State lead agencies for FIFRA have historically had state primacy for 

FIFRA, act as co-regulators with EPA for FIFRA, lead the work to implement the EPA FIFRA Cooperative 

Agreements, create state pesticide laws and rules to regulate pesticides and implement associated pesticide 

programs. Preemption is the ability of one level of government to override laws of a lower level. Pesticides in 

many states are regulated solely by the State Lead Agency. There has been a movement in some states to allow 

the restriction of pesticide uses at other jurisdictional levels such as city or county governments. Are there 

issues and implications for your ability to work as the SLA, work with applicators and the pesticide industry, and 

what assistance do states need? Full SFIREG appreciates your assistance to fill out this survey to assist in 

creating the issue paper. 

r Douglas C. Owens I Bureau Chief 
iliinois Department of Agriculture 

Bureau of Environmental Programs 
John R Block Building I 801 E. Sangamon, P.O. Box 19281 I Springfiek!, !L 62794 - 9281 
(o) 217-785-2427 I {f) 217-524-4882 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in tr1is communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client prlvlleged or attorney work product, may constitute Inside Information or internal deliberative staff 
cormnunlcation, and is intended only for the use of trie addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
cormnunlcation or- any part triereof Is strictly prohibited and rnay be unlawfuL If you have rnceived tr1is cornmunication in 
error-, please notify the sender lrnmediately by return e-mail and destroy this cornrnunlcation and all copies thereof, 
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including aH attachments. Recevt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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